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Rosa’s summary

Redefine the form of the Palestinian liberation struggle and separate it from
terrorism practiced by al-Qaeda, ISIS, al-Nusra and Taliban and take a critical
stance against religious intellectual terrorism targeting those who have different
opinions or those in opposition.

Define Palestine as a democratic state for all of its citizens on an equal basis
instead of an Islamic state.

Second: Direct Procedural Amendments
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Actively work for the elimination of all forms of discrimination against women, and
liberate the curricula from all stances that discriminate against women, consider
them as inferior, put them under guardianship and control, and/or exclude them.

Liberate the curricula from all material and commentary that depicts or portrays
non-Muslims in any negative way.

Third: General Recommendations

Develop future generations> critical thinking skills and bring them out of
the restrictive one-dimensional box of one discourse, one choice, and one
compulsory path.

Adopt a diversified approach in policies pertaining to school students (such
as cognitive, mental, physical, psychological, social, emotional and artistic
development). Spiritual and emotional dimensions, although strongly present
within society, are distinctly absent in the curricula, and subjects relating to
relationships and love are ignored and even listed among the taboos. Thus, the
approach must give greater weight to emotional learning such as expressing
admiration, building affection, trust, friendship, and cooperation in relationships
between males and females, and stress on students> ability to love based on
human values. The diversified system of understanding must also

give due respect to Arab and Muslim philosophers, scientists and thinkers
who had been accused of apostasy, who were killed and isolated, and whose
innovative books were burnt through the proper introduction of their scientific,
philosophical and intellectual contributions in the curricula.

Fourth: Organizational Recommendations

Establish an independent curricula body composed of experts, specialists
and competent persons — from within the country as well as in diaspora — to
undertake the task of developing the curricula and refining them from elements
of backwardness, mistakes and improvisations, based on an advanced
educational philosophy.

Form an independent higher education council with governmental representation
to serve as a substitute to the Ministry of Education composed of persons with
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high academic qualifications and a modern administration.

Hold an annual education conference to assess the educational process with
the participation of teachers, students, parents, and authors of the curricula
during which papers on development, evaluation, criticism, and new ideas are
presented.

Give priority to education in the government:s budget and create a fund for
collecting donations and financial support.

Develop programmes for training teachers on teaching and learning skills.

Put a plan for the development of vocational education, especially in the field of
agriculture and various professions, equip students with work skills, and develop
human resources from within the society.

Use games and arts, and incorporate the return to nature, geography, creativity,
and team work as tools in understanding science, learning, and sharpening the
will for change and development.
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Additionally, the research relied on interviews — conducted by the assistant researcher
— with a sample of teachers, and this further contributed to shedding light on the
problems facing the educational system.

It was noted that there is a large gap between the aims and references of the Ministry
of Education and the subjects of the books. Examples of these gaps are in: the
importance of acquiring higher creative thinking skills, emancipating the mind and
liberating it from restrictions, freely expressing opinions about persons, stances
and texts, developing talents and problem-solving skills, being able to deduce main
and subsidiary ideas, writing skills, and using play and games in discussions. All
of these areas call for «the liberation of the mind from delusions and superstitions
and the discussion of obstacles that prevent the mind from thinking.» They must
also ascertain that rights and duties should apply to non-Muslims alike and call on
acceptance of differences and respect for others’ opinions.

In addition to these gaps, the research has found that a big percentage of subjects
taught in schoolbooks actually contradict with the principles of emancipatory
education. Examples of this include: the continued rote education, discrimination
on bases of religion and sex, and support of the imposition of the hijab (headscarf)
on women and the consideration of its rejection as an act against faith. There are
further restrictions on thinking whereby scientific arguments are reconciled through
the provision of religion as the ultimate proof.

The research has also found that the curricula is biased to the religious state and
that it defines Palestine as an Islamic Arab state. Coexistence between religions
is distorted, and there is a prevailing culture of anti-modernization. The curricula
bears no mention of religious persecutions of dissenting intellectuals in most of
the Arab countries, nor does it reference to Muslim thinkers in the fields of science,
philosophy, and literature who had been terrorized and in some cases killed for
their views. Furthermore, the curricula make no distinction between Judaism as
a heavenly religion and a political ideology; it associates Judaism with Zionist
colonialism and uses terms such as “fighting the Jews” and the Jewish” army. It
should not be acceptable to equate Judaism with the colonial project. In this context,
the Palestinian acknowledgment of the Holocaust and the persecution of the Jewish
people in Europe is not at all separate from the Israeli acknowledgment of the Nakba
and the ethnic of Palestinians in 1948. Re-mobilization should thus be on the basis of
liberation from colonialism and racism as a whole.

It should also be noted there is no criticism whatsoever of the Ottoman Empire,
the Mamluks, the Umayyads, or the Abbasids. There is also no criticism of the
brutal conflict over the Islamic rule as reflected in the Battle of Siffin and the Battle
of the Camel, or of Salah ad-Din al-Ayyubi’s putting an end to the Fatimid state in
Egypt. Schoolbooks contain no criticism of the Islamic military conquests’ leaders
who committed various crimes, nor of crucial historic mistakes such as Mufti Amin
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Husseini’s leadership’s openness to the Nazi regime in a senseless attempt to muscle
in on Britain and the Zionist movement. Such criticism is absent in all lessons, which
means that future generations will not be able to develop their critical thinking skills.
This is a fatal mistake and has a very negative impact, the least of which is that
students will remain trapped in a one-dimensional knowledge box that has only one
story, one choice, and one compulsory path.

The research, the selected sample and interviews with teachers have further revealed
a large gap between the teachers’ glorification of school textbooks to the point that
they give them a veneer of holiness on the one hand while on the other hand having
a weak role themselves as teachers in developing and presenting the curricula.
There is also a lack of programmes to develop teachers> knowledge and specialized
educational skills. The research has also demonstrated that teachers are, to a large
extent, deprived of their autonomy in teaching, preparing plans, selecting content
that fits their students, diagnosing students and getting to know their capabilities
and academic levels so that they are able to adapt subjects and content according to
their needs. On top of that, teachers are not allowed to be critical; those who are get
questioned, and harsh measures are taken against them such as getting transferred
or suspended. Moreover, teachers’ salaries are low, and their social status is also
insignificant.

The equation that students are to memorize everything presented to them by the
teacher begins in schools, and unfortunately, the university also adopts the same
school policy. The lack of acquiring thinking and critical skills results in the failure
of the university in graduating university students who are capable of actively
engaging in civil life and in the process of building and developing society. According
to experience, only five of every 30 university graduates are ready and qualified.
Consumerism also plays a big role in this issue, seeing that the market is often what
leads education. Professors are not required, according to university administrations,
to prepare research papers, and thus academic persons do other work at the expense
of the educational process.

Major Recommendations
First: The Adoption of Principles Governing the Curricula

«  Establish that the Palestinian people are an integral part of the global contract
consisting of a system of laws, agreements and treaties that serve as reference
in their struggle to end occupation and to achieve self-determination.

+  Set the grounds for the state and civil authority, whereby religion is separated
from government and politics, the Shariah from the civil law, and science from
religion.
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The Aims of the Research

Education roles vary from being used for national and social liberation, as a tool
for submission and control, or they could have a more ambiguous nature with
contradicting elements and stances. The kind of education offered largely depends
on the government, the culture, and the economic and political elites in power. This
research supports emancipatory education in Palestine as a means to reach the
following most prominent direct and long-term goals:

+  To support an open critical dialogue on the school curricula and the Palestinian
educational policies, applications, and outputs; to look into the existing
imbalances between professional theoretical standards and successful
educational practices; and to move away from the prevailing state of ambiguity
which has been allowing for abandoning the problems and keeping them afloat.

+  To transform the need for developing education from a concern and a demand
of scattered individuals, groups and limited influence institutions, into an issue
of public opinion in support of emancipatory education, and to exert pressure
on decision-makers who are responsible for the backwardness of education.

+ To set a procedural and achievable goal by which to remove elements of
backwardness and blatant intolerance present in schoolbooks. Allowing for
issues such as discrimination against women and against different religions or
faiths to remain in effect threatens the unity of society and the right to equal
citizenship, and must therefore be taken out.

+  To support and back the Ministry of Education in developing and presenting the
Palestinian authentic narrative vis-a-vis the dismissive positions of occupation
and colonization that are based on religious myths.

+  To contribute in establishing rational and enlightened groups within the society
to assist in freeing education from the grip of the extremist religious and social
forces that hinder emancipatory education.

+  The ultimate aim is to move away from a conservative education system towards
an emancipatory one which responds to the needs of the society and serves
national liberation and social progress aspirations as well as human values and
developments in the field of science.
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The Importance of the Research

The power of the Palestinian society, composed of more than one million male and
female students in the West Bank, Gaza Strip and Jerusalem, to develop is seemingly
being wasted. This waste of power is taking place as a result of having an educational
system that has been used by conservative and extremist forces to domesticate this
vital group of the society. This was done with the participation of the Ministry of
Education’s authorities in their endeavor to compete over power. Meanwhile, political
Islam, on its rise, was keen to change the curricula and dominate education as a
means to control the society in many Arab countries, especially Egypt, Jordan and
Palestine, and it had succeeded in doing so.

While we see that a process of change took place in more than one Arab country,
Palestine is still absent. It has not taken part in appraising and revising its curricula,
and still identifies with the extremist legacy that continues to be presented in
schoolbooks. This research documents this absence and calls on Palestine to take
part in the critical revision as well as to seek the independence of education, lift
religious and extremist guardianship, open education to Arab and international
improvement and innovation, and abide by the rules and policies of emancipatory
education. These elements are all crucial parts of rebuilding and strengthening
the Palestinian subjective factor and enhancing its resilience and steadfastness in
order to confront the political stalemate and the continued restrictions on the socio-
economic formation and development.

The research criticizes the makeup and discourse of extremist religious schools in
handling issues that remain tolerated to this day. Examples of these issues include
discrimination against citizens on bases of religion and sex, as well as accusations
and prohibitions of blasphemy at will. Such schools call for establishing a religious
rule (religious state) while bringing religion into science and beautifying the Ottoman
and Mamluk authoritarian legacies.

Methodology

In studying and analyzing the problem of education, exploring the reasons for its
deterioration and searching for solutions, the researcher has adopted the descriptive
analytic approach. This approach has helped in exploring actual positive elements
and values and in distinguishing between actual formal development and rebuilding
ideas and concepts.

The study sample is composed of 54 schoolbooks that cover the subjects of:
Islamic education, Arabic language, civic education, social education, history, and
geography for all grades (grade 1 to secondary school certificate).

The research relied on a selected sample of three university/school teachers and a
Palestinian writer who is knowledgeable of the Swedish educational system, all of
whom shared their experiences and took part in the research analysis and evaluation.
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We extend our thanks and appreciation to Muhannad Abdul Hameed for his excellent
work in which he not only had put lots of efforts, time and passion, but also adopted
it as a cause worth of struggle .We also thank research assistant Wajeeh Al Aissa .

We hope that this important research will be met with serious attention and creates
real concerns and motivation for change among the activists and progressive
persons active in civil society organizations and in the academia as well as among
institutions and political parties, so it would contribute to progressive changes in
the formal education and in the culture as a whole, in order to meet the aspirations
of the Palestinian people for a plural and democratic country that is worthy of their
sacrifices over long decades.

Salam Hamdan
Programme Manager

Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung Regional Office Palestine & Jordan
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Foreword

A few years ago, the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung(RLS) in Palestine and Jordan
established the Emancipatory Education Programme to stimulate societal debate on
the philosophy of both formal and informal learning and teaching in Palestine and
Jordan. Accordingly, tRLS has supported many projects, activities and ideas that
contributed and are still contributing to the debate and deliberation on what exists
and attempted to put forward other alternative ideas.

The programme vision was based on the significant importance of education in the
course of the development of societies and political and social movements in general,
and specially in Palestine, which is still struggling for liberation and independence
.The programme found that formal education is still conservative and indoctrinating,
and in the past two decades was particularly dominated by a dogmatic religious
and political perspective. This may be a major obstacle to the renaissance process
instead of being in support of it.

The concept of formal education and often informal education too, in Palestine and
Jordan is based on answers and imperatives. Itis to a large extent also metaphysical
and based on absolutism. This would limit the mind and reduce its cognitive function
and therefore will restrict its ability to analyze, anticipate, create and make well
planning. This turns people into objects rather than subjects, which makes their fate
and their future hostages of politicians and exploiters.

The goal of the Emancipatory Education Programme is to reverse the equation and
make education rely on the philosophy of questioning, knowledge, curiosity and
analytical and critical scientific research .A question leads to a series of questions.
There are no final imperatives, no mysteries that exclude the mind and perception
.In this regard, the Rosa Luxemburg Stiftung and its partners in Palestine and
Jordan, saw that it is important to seriously and objectively examine the educational
philosophy and the curriculum in Palestine as a starting point .This was the start of
this important work, as a starting point too for review, research, community debate
and debate with decision-makers in order to improve the whole educational system
in a way that serves the progressive national social and political struggle .

The research investigates all issues in the curriculum and textbooks related to the
shaping of the national and civil identity in the consciousness of the Palestinian
students. It also analyses and diagnoses the religious vision, so often with a
stringent and exclusionary Wahhabi nature and highlight its negative impact on
public life and the society .Accordingly, the research offers an open invitation to civil
society activists and social and political movements to seriously consider the reality
of education, and to exert systematic pressure on decision-makers to modernize the
curriculum and to introduce a valuable practice that promotes diversity, pluralism,
democracy and equality and denounces all kinds of discrimination and exclusion .
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