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Ofra Bengio, “The Historical Evolution of the Israeli-
Turkish Relations”, in Bruce Maddy Weitzman and
Asher Susser (ed.), Turkish- Israeli Relations in
Trans-Atlantic Context: Wider Europe and Greater
Middle Eastc Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern
and African Studies. Tel Aviv University. 2005 P. 51-53
Amikam Nachmani, The Remarkable Turkish- Israeli
Tie, Middle East Quarterly, June 1998, available on:

http://www.meforum.org/394/the-remarkable-turkish-israeli-tie.
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Editorial

Introduction

Once again, Qadaya Israeliya attempts to address the old and new issue of Israel in the re-
gion. Shifts over the past few years have made this issue more contemporarily relevant. This
contemporary relevance stems from several factors that took place, and continue to take place,
in the region as well as in the international system in general, overshadowing regional align-
ments. There is undoubtedly a sense of some fluidity across the region, which both requires
and promises new alignments. It is not clear, however, how these will end up and what forma-
tions they will produce in the region.

In the first place, these shifts include a relative exit of the USA from the region, allowing
room for regional forces to fill in the consequent relative vacuum. For example, Saudi at-
tempts to be at a certain distance from the USA can be understood in this context. Second, the
Arab Spring has drawn most States and societies across the region into devastating and weary
wars. This has led to the breakdown of remaining Arab unity and coordination, which Egypt
and Saudi Arabia had controlled since the 1990s. Third, having turned into a constant item
on the regional agenda, the Iranian nuclear issue has been invested by the USA, Israel, and
Iran itself to shape the distribution of roles in the region. Fourth, Turkey has played a more
and more important role in the region in an attempt to assume a distinctive position on the
regional and global map. This would take Turkey, even relatively, out of the NATO umbrella
through attempts to build relations with Iran at times and with Russia at others. Added to this,
normalisation projects have reached a level of strategic alliance between some Arabian Gulf
States and Israel.

Combined, these changes are affecting the nature of potential alliances, the position of Israel
within these alliances, impact on the question of Palestine, and type of probable partners in
the period ahead. It seems that the region is experiencing a highly fluid stage, but it is unclear
how alliances will turn out.

This issue of Qadaya Israeliya features articles on the Iranian, Turkish, and Egyptian roles,
Israeli-Chinese relations, Russian role in the region, and conflict in the Red Sea and relevant
implications on the region as a whole. We hope that this reading contribute to understanding
the nature, risks, and possibilities of the current stage.



