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The issue also includes three articles translated from English. Firstly, in his “Civil War, Total War, or a
War of Partition? Reassessing the 1948 War in Palestine from a Global Perspective,” Arie M. Dubnov
rethinks the implications, and traces the evolution, of the notion of partition between the two world
wars, placing it in the context of its link to British imperialism. Partition has been utilised as a tool to
maintain and control religious and racial differences within the British empire.

Second is an article entitled, “Marketing the Occupation to the Palestinians of the West Bank: Shabak
Facebook Pages in Historical Context,” by Hillel Cohen, a historian and specialist in history of the
conflict.

Finally, in her article “Between knowing and understanding Israeli Jews and the memory of the Pales-
tinian Nakba” Norma Musih deploys Hannah Arendt’s distinction between knowing and understand-
ing to answer the question of how the Nakba, including crimes committed, can at once be known but
not understood by Israeli Jews. Drawing on the tours conducted by the activist organisation Zochrot.
Musih argues that the embodied and symbolic practices can work to challenge the gap between know-
ing and understanding by creating a different perspective on the Nakba.

As usual, Qadaya Israeliya includes a Literature and Archive sections, prepared and edited by Malek
Samarah. In the former, Samarah translates and presents two texts of Jacob Steinberg, Ahmed the Arab,
inspired by the idea of The Noble Savage, which finds resonance in stories of the white coloniser about
the Pocahontas or noble Red Indian. In the Archive section, Samarah translates and presents a speech
by Louis Brandeis, an associate justice on the US Supreme Court and a prominent Zionist leader in
the USA. In the speech delivered in 1915 at the Eastern Council of Reform Rabbis, Brandeis states his
vision of Zionism, meaning of Jewish nationalism, and difference between the latter and nations built
around civil nationalism, such as the American nation.

Book Previews presents two presentations. Basil Rizqallah reviews and comments on Nicola Perugini
and Neve Gordon, The Human Right to Dominate, providing an analytical and critical reading of the
limited liberal human rights discourse, which has turned in Israel into a tool to counteract, subordinate
and dominate Palestinians. Israel maintains right wing perceptions of and act against human rights.
Amin Darawsheh goes through Daniella Carmi’s novel, Samir and Yonatan on Planet Mars.

Editors

Honaida Ghanim
Walid Habbas
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Editorial

Introduction

Issue 85 of Qadaya Israeliya (Israeli Issues) investigates the dimensions, implications, and projections
of new Israeli propositions. This selection is made in the light of the renewed debate over the future
of Israel as the “conflict” has remained unresolved. A permanent “transition” state of occupation has
continued in conjunction with the ongoing settlement activity, blotting out of the Green Line, and
increased presence of settlers in decision making circles. This situation has been culminated by the
election of Naftali Bannett, former chair of Settlement Council, as head of the “change” government
in alternation with Yair Lapid.

Over the past decade, Israeli policies towards Palestinians have asserted the conviction among differ-
ent civil society groups that Israel is not heading for a settlement based on international resolutions.
Rather, Israel is steered towards changing facts on the ground and resolving the conflict by liquidating
the question of Palestine and subjecting Palestinians to Israel’s supremacy once and for all. The two-
state solution is never on the Israeli table. This conviction emerged after Netanyahu had announced the
annexation plan, which sought to grab the opportunity availed by a right wing evangelical US admin-
istration in order to crush the Palestinian dream of liberation. With this plan, it has not been possible to
accept the Israeli claim that Israel is geared towards peace but there is no Palestinian “partner.” Equally
unacceptable is Israel’s narrative of self defence and security, which Israel has incessantly used as a
delaying tactic. While the Green Line has eroded steadily, settlements continued to be interlinked and
connected to cities of the centre. With dwindling attention to the occupation and its projections, and
in view of the calm situation on the ground, it seems as if Israel has managed to achieve its goals and
subjugated Palestinians. However, this situation has underpinned a transformation, which profoundly
disquieted Israel. This was reflected in reports by B’Tselem, Human Rights Watch, Amnesty Interna-
tional, and other human rights actors. Stressing that Israel was an apartheid State, these organisations
called for launching an investigation into war crimes committed in the territory occupied by Israel.
There are growing fears that failure to find a solution would mean that Israel is “sliding into” the one-
state solution, implying that Zionism is brought to an end and dismantled. For the first time, the Insti-
tute for National Security Studies published a detailed report on the one-state scenarios, which provide
the focus of this issue. These scenarios are reviewed and summarised by Research Abdul Qader Bad-
awi. A presentation is made on the perception of Shaul Arieli, a co-author of the Geneva Accord. In-
sisting that the two-state option is still the only perfect solution, Arieli refutes statements which claim
that it has laid to rest. Arieli does so by deconstructing right wing’s myths, which propagate the end of
the two-state solution. Reviewed and commented on by researcher Ashraf Bader, Arieli’s hypotheses
are put forward in his book, Is That How It Happened? 12 Israeli myths about the Jewish-Arab con-
fict. Amir Makhoul presents on the Israeli-Palestinian Confederation initiative, associated with Yossi
Beilin, but jointly introduced with Hiba al-Husseini. Makhoul compares this to other initiatives, such
as the Geneva Initiative, Two States, One Homeland, etc. Walid Habbas writes about the problems of
political approaches centring on the notion of the State and rights in the context of pursuing a radical
resolution of the conflict. These approach embrace a liberal perspective that turns a deaf ear to class
economic dimensions. In the footsteps of Marx and Althusser, Habbas uses those political approaches
are taken as an entry point to examine the evolution of the conflict during the formative years under
the [British] Mandate. Meron Rapoport spells out his own experience in devising the Two States, One
Homeland initiative, an Israeli-Palestinian initiative set to resolve the conflict remotely from the clas-
sic notion of partition.






ROSA
LUXEMIBURG
STIFTUNG
oSy ¥ dadl § o b O dasWA) 2y
“BouSe) gy duwie a5 dyzg By9 pall

o0 ..I .:'I
At Syl tatatt 35,00 JlU0
MADAR The Palestinian Forum for Israeli Studies

puwl

ISSN 2709-0353

91772709%035003



