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ABSTRACT

Issue #50 of the Qadayya Israelieh (/sraeli Affairs) Journal focuses on cultural sphere in Israel: trends,
roles and socio-political order.

Themed articles explore different features of Israeli theatre and music, and discuss the relationship
between culture and ethnicity. Articles include a study indicating discourse transformation of Palestinian
intellectuals (in the 1948 area) and an article questioning the Mizrahi in Israeli literature and another
discussing the image of women in Israeli cinema.

Two themed exclusive interviews are featured in this issue. One with Prof. Anita Shapira, an Israeli
historian, and the founder of the Yitzhak Rabin Centre for Israel Studies, emphasizes that Israel now
lacks a leadership capable of taking dramatic decisions. The second one is with Mr. Roy “Chicky’ Arad, a
young Israeli poet, musician, journalist, activist and editor.

Two further articles in this issue cover the emerging development in American public support for Israel
and its social demographic and ideological background while the second one questions whether the
American era in the Middle East has come to end.

The Zionist archive section of this issue presents an exclusive translation of Israel Army Chief of Staff,
Moshe Dayan, eulogy for Roi Rotberg, at his funeral on May 1, 1956. Dayan’s speech is short (it does not
exceed 250 words) but intense. It is considered a keystone speech in Zionism, not only in the culture of the
military enterprise, but also in the dominant Israeli social and public culture. The late Israeli sociologist,
Baruch Kimmerling confirms that Dayan’s speech constitutes a "supreme code” essential to decipher in
order to understand Israeli society.

Finally and in addition to the themed and general articles, exclusive interviews and translation, as always
this issue of the journal includes a collection of recent book reviews, as well as a library.
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