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resolution against Israel at the Security Council. See “Security Council-Veto
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Editorial
Africa

This issue is released shortly after the most weird US elections and ahead of the fourth Israeli
elections, to be held in two years. Though uncertain, this election is at least likely. While an
outgoing US President does not admit defeat, a stranded Israeli prime minister is looking for a
new victory. It seems that endeavours of normalisation with many and multiple, old and new,
Arab states are nothing but stratagems in the accounts of both leaders. A necessary and careful
analysis of the landscape unfolding before our own eyes must be put on hold a little while until

some issues are visible and the path is clear. We will get back to this topic very soon.

This issue addresses Israel’s relations, influence, and power in Africa. It includes several
articles, some of which provide an overall review of Israeli objectives and strategy of action
in Africa. Others highlight Israeli relations with particular states, such as Sudan, Ethiopia, and
South Africa.

Since Israel was established, Ben-Gurion attached great importance to the periphery of the
Periphery States which encircled Israel, such as Turkey, Iran, and Ethiopia. He was of the
view that influence in these states might serve as a thorn in the side of Arab states. This might
one of many entry points to understand Israel’s relations with Africa. There are many other
considerations and objectives, including water, arms sales and, more importantly, support and
voting by these states for Israel in international fora. At any rate, Israel has sought to take
advantage of and use inconsistencies between many states across the region to match its own
interests. Israel seeks to uncover the needs of these states — or their heads — and attempts to

trade off response to these needs with support to Israel in different contexts.

This issue has its focus on the nature of these interests and the techniques used by Israel to
achieve its goals in Africa. It aims at understanding Israel’s foreign relations and methods to

accomplish its goals.
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