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Prolegomena

Over the ages, Palestine was characterized specifically by the
life that lived through out, given that the colonial scramble
forces of evil and greed which has made the land of Kana’an
their quest in order to satisfy their occupation desires, the
competition between colonial forces began and followed by
series of wars to seize the cradle of civilizations, accompanied
by crises and disasters and rolled on after another on the
Palestinian people, whom refused to give up and determined
to live as human community with its special identity.

Successive calamity years passed over the Palestinian people,
that required them to maintain their survival, existence
on their land, in order to achieve this all the component of
this society made their duties toward their land and society
motivated by their instincts to revive the values of human and
social solidarity, voluntary work became spontaneous, which
took the form of support in various social events, like planting
and harvesting, one of the main pillars of social transaction,
and has become with time an integral part of the customs and
traditions which formed a system of civilization and cultural
heritage of Palestinian people.

With the continuation of the colonial movements in the race
to the occupation of Palestine land and people, through the
ottoman occupation leading to the British, which resulted in
the Zionist occupation who is still hovering over our chest like
a rock, with the continuation of the occupation presence was
incumbent on the Palestinian people ( individual and groups
) to develop form of resistance in order to enable them to
survive; and so voluntary work was the best way to increase
awareness of the need to monitor and meet the various needs
of the life of civil society, voluntary work has proven that it
is an important tool to raise the awareness of youth about
the most important causes that affect their life and land and
future, the student patriotism ideology has increased and
upgraded their perception to voluntary work considered as a
form of resistance and response to Israeli occupation attacks.

The student movement raised the idea of national voluntary
work from the stage of evolution to the advancement,
deepened the idea and embodied in its best national image
through the work to protect the Palestinian land from
confiscation and enhance the steadfastness of its people
against the repeated Israeli aggression.

Due to the intention of Israeli occupation to inflict maximum
sanctions against the Palestinian people and strangle them
in the various fields of life, the national movement felt the
imminent danger that will affect the masses, and so studied
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the needs and became aware of the need to add specialized
national action and widen the scope of it, committees were
formed specialized in various fields of education, health,
environment and agriculture; the public education committees
have emerged, medical and agricultural committees as well,
union associations and human rights organizations, which
was a whole interface for clandestine action of Palestinian
organization.

“ this is brooms not guns , why the fear, occupation ?! “ lyrics
of a popular song was sung frequently after the popular poet
Rajeh Salfiti during the suppression of Israeli occupation of the
masses of volunteers who were responding to the nation and
humanity call, occupation got mad at that time when they saw
the army of volunteers with so much organization and merger,
they deliberately intended to suppress any demonstration
using excessive force and increased their ugliness and brutality
when realized that the Palestinian people began to develop
forms of struggle through following a comprehensive life
approach, one of its basic pillars is voluntary work, that has
been invested to fill the deficiencies and service negligence
intended by the occupation management towards Palestinian
people.

And now with political and socio-economic changes that have
occurred and subsequent fruitless transformation at the level
of thought and reality, the observer will notice the limited
contribution of youth on particularly in voluntary work ,due to
many factors including misconception among the majority that
the Palestinian national authority is only to beat responsibility
of compliance to meet the different needs of Palestinian
society, in addition to lack in public confidence in the policy
of the work of Palestinian factions that was until lately plays
a major role in the formation of volunteer committees, and
disappearance of the role of community institutions in the
development of comprehensive national strategic plan for how
to promote the culture of voluntary work and re-consideration
of the values it finds and consolidate among human societies.

On the other hand descending in the values of cooperation
and solidarity witnessed in the moral system of the Palestinian
community in the society, with ascending in the individualism
that the global capitalism system has endeavored to
consolidate among human societies.

Away from classical idealism, the march of voluntary work in
Palestine witnessing decline on the moral and ethical level,
faced with this reality, our duty requires us to protect this
legacy of human civilization, and maintain this national culture
from extinction through documenting the experience in this :
book which is titled “ Palestinian voluntary work, a memory N\
of homeland that won’t be forgotten “ to be a source and \




a reference for researchers investigating in this specialized
field, the content of this book is from life experiments to be
an inspiring guiding light through success stories, recalling
the originality of the pioneers and leaders of voluntary work
who have had the greatest impact in preserving the national
memory and guarding it.

We emphasize that the majority of these pioneers sacrificed
so much and endured more, some of them were exiled
outside of Palestine for many years and tasted various forms of
oppression, some of them were detained in Zionist occupation
prisons in interrogation rooms and brutal torture cells and
spent there more time than they had spent outside, others
were subjected to the worst forms of torture, oppression
and persecution of settlers herds of brutal occupation ... In
all cases, all of them have endured hardship and pain during
implementing various needs of human and land during that
period ... All this steadfastness was fueled by the sense of
responsibility toward our land and our people, to achieve
freedom and peace which we are eager for them all ... All those
sacrifice require us to bear our responsibilities in safeguarding
the national voluntary work march initiated by those great
leaders, and commitment to their national path, which they
drew and paved it for us.

You ... who you volunteered your valuable time to document
your experience, you have our sincere respect and appreciation
for all what you have made and given for the sake of preserving
the national identity of the Palestinian memory alive and pure.

As for you, the pioneers and leaders of Palestinian voluntary
work, whom we weren’t able to document your experience
in this edition, we hope god extend in your life to document
your honest experience and learn from it and gain your noble
values and quote from your principle Perhaps we could offer a
national achievement to our sacred cause.

Finally, before sailing in this distinctive experience, to quote
from Palestinian poet “ Mahmoud Darwish ”: on this earth
what makes life worth living ... And we also emphasized that
this holy land deserves from us to be united to cleanse our soil
from desecrated occupation, this land preserved legendary
heroic epics worth from us to do what is the most precious for
it ...This soil scented by the blood of the martyrs and sacrifices
of prisoners deserves all our sacrifice in order to achieve the
lofty goal of our existence on this land which merged with
glory and dignity.

Hussein Mohammed Yahya

\If Palestinian Voluntary Work Committee




So voluntary work in Palestine has its roots which came from
involving people in the action of farmers production in the
small villages that connected not only through geographical
bonds but also through relations that has a non- civic
this work took the shape of civilized theme specially with
the development of socio-economic realities in Palestine,
and became one of the important factors of survival and
steadfastness of the Palestinian people against the project
aimed to uproot their existence on this land, volunteering in
Palestine have not established through a planned work but
it came spontaneously in line with the social needs of the
people, consequently, this work was genuine and natural and
social product stem by people. And for this it deserved to
be studied to take advantages from this popular Palestinian
experience inthe face of the deep existential current challenge,
which is continuation of the previous challenges due to the
continuation of the Zionist project not only for Palestinian but
for all Arabs.

In this book we are going to process an oral history for
voluntary work in Palestine in its early stages and after the
Israeli occupation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip, and this
considered as a contribution to study this national tradition,
but it does not replace the need for extensive anthropological
study on the mechanisms and forms of voluntary work
in Palestine since the end of Ottoman rule and until the
occurrence of major catastrophe “ Al Nakbah ”.

The basic material of this book is a testimony of the pioneers
and leaders of voluntary work which represent a mass popular
widespread action, did not stem from bureaucratic institutions
which has its own frames, it came from the will of initiators to
establish an experience with its different organizational forms
that developed the center of its activities to be resistance
against Israeli occupation policies, and building a national state
of mass that support the independent entity of Palestinian
people.

These testimonies forms a primary source about the Palestinian
voluntary work, which is very important and necessary part of
the process of keeping the history of popular activity that is
usually set aside by those whom sees the process is limited
about the role of elites in making history.

Here we provide historical material made by the hands of
mass group, whom they did not seek glory or get a financial
benefits, they were moved by their national consciousness to
move and bear a part of the responsibility in the formulation
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of the national project through practical work with the masses;
for this we will not overlook the role of these pioneers and
their right to show their role as individuals and groups, but we
will resort to provide more tangible historical facts more than
focusing on their analysis or views about the past, this is not
intended to deny their views as much as it aims to highlight
their achievements which constitute a significant effort and
has a great impact on new generations more than all the
theories, frameworks and training, which merely provided
models and focused on the more theoretical than practical,
more elite than public.
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Theoretical and Historical Background

Concept of Voluntary work

If the definition of voluntary work is revolving around making
voluntary effort without being forced by others, without being
paid from others, we have also to mention that the goal behind
this effort while it’s not profitable, here the difference is clear
between voluntarism and compulsive work from one side and
between individual voluntary work and public voluntary work
from the other side.

Where there is compulsive work by force this doesn’t equal
voluntary work, this considered as using others by force
whether it’s political, social or cultural force, this against the
will of human being to choose the social act as it is stemmed
by the need or the will to do so or both together, meanwhile
voluntary work comes only like a choice, no force should be
applied, here it becomes meaningful free social act, contains
noble values of giving and sacrifice, being attached to an idea
and a cause, and so with its positive spirit and noble values
has similar level of patriot dying for his cause, same content
but different shapes.

Voluntary work if it is individual by choice and execution
will stay for elites, limited to a special ideology might meet
with society values, but eventually won’t make the same
social impact the popular voluntary work does to serve a
general goal, this case not only voluntary work causes social
development and raising the positive spirit of the masses but
also opens the eyes of the masses for their strength to change
to make that changing step in their lives.

The United Nation Voluntary program is making effort to make
a definition of voluntary work, considering it as: Humanitarian
effort from individuals of the society in form of individual work
or team work, and mainly it depend on human will and self-
motivation, and the volunteer does not seek any financial
gain or any kind of benefit, but only to feel devoted to his
society, to bear some responsibility toward it, to participate in
applying people needs to support one of the causes that his
society have.!

Perhaps this definition meets with societies has a normal
aspects of life, it is not wrong but also it is general, this
generality make it need some specifying in a society that

1 ! United Nation Volunteers status report “volunteering
in the world” issued in 2011
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suffer from harmful occupation Thus every social work should
be measured by how much it contributes with the liberation
movement of society, and as much as it creates an act of social
impact that helps.

Here, we have to indicate a clear definition of voluntary work
within a special historical stage like the Palestinian people lives in,
which is a stage of armed occupation targets a the existence the
economy and the culture of Palestinians, which leads to that every
Palestinian individual’s life, memory and future is a target to this
occupational policies, each individual is exposed to occupation’s
oppression which legalized the resistance to defense one selves,
whether this self was individual or of the masses.

“People volunteer with no charge in any form, here is the first
point, and considering the voluntary work form of resistance
including the rejection of occupation and an expression of
steadfastness on our homeland, the idea that was deliberated
betweenvolunteers groups that now thereis hope and we want
to make changes, to reflect the strength of steadfastness and
resistance, what happened is transient and will pass someday.
Here we focus that the voluntary work idea was linked to a
greater cause which is the resistance and steadfastness in our

homeland and not accepting defeat ” 2

Though that we can use the general definition but we have
to also define the forms of voluntary work, which can be
summarized by the following:

1. Volunteering of one to help another, which is common
but not considered as a voluntary act as much as a duty
to serve the other, the parents for example, or it can be
temporary act for one time, though it has a very noble
values indicates loyalty to the cause of voluntarism.

2. Volunteering of one to a group: which is very common,
a lot of people make effort to support a group of people
who needs them, like the social worker volunteering for
elderly, or doctors to people with specific illness... etc, this
is volunteering but it’s also limited with individual effort
and values that the volunteer has.

3. Volunteering of a group to support an individual or a
family, this has very wide range in Palestinian society,
especially with land exile and land overtaken and homes
demolitions where a group of youth rise to support these
victims and affected families.

4. Volunteering of a group to support another group which
is the mostly common act of voluntarism in Palestinian

m/
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society, full of general social values express mass feelings,
this theme can hold two faces, first: a group provide
support to another within the same village or city, locally.
The other face is when a group provide support to
another general group, considering this act as a support
to general cause, here we can say that the main pillar of
voluntary work which spread after the invasion west bank
and Gaza strip was this kind of voluntary work with same
base established and developed to form a socio political
phenomena during the seventies and the eighties of the
last century.

After this indication of the concept of voluntary work and its
types, we must also mention that voluntary work developed
from spontaneous act to an institutional organized act here we
won’t deal with the charity work which is already organized,
but we will focus on masses voluntary work which is connected
to the Palestinian national cause, through which it can be as
an awareness filler Against the Israeli occupation policies.
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Volunteering as an original part of the
components of Palestinian popular culture

Before the Zionist project razed the Palestinian society and
stripped it from its means of production whom their lives
depend on to live and work, Palestine was a rural agrarian
society, where three quarters of the social component of the
human population identification is rural. Agriculture in Palestine
was not based on waged labor as in the form of agricultural
capitalism; it was essentially based on family business in the
range of properties of small and medium land areas. And
even in the feudal and large property in the plains, it was not
common as waged labor, but it was more like quota system Thus
the common agricultural work pattern in Palestine is family
business till this day, and this situation did not force the family
to look for worker in particular seasons but it compensate the
seasonal work by “ society aid “ where society aid formed a
social enterprise aimed to fill the gap in workforces without the
need for monetary compensation for work effort from others.

Society aid in the Palestinian social history was consistent
with the style of the patriarchal family structure of Palestinian
society, whenever a work force is needed, families used
to resort to the society aid from relatives and friends who
volunteers to help them in completing the work needed, it
usually happens in the seasonal harvest and building homes,
this initiate a pattern of cooperation that benefits everyone.

“Voluntary work is not new work, in the Palestinian heritage
and history the concept of society aid was familiar in olive
season harvest, pouring concrete in home building, in any
individual or collective work you find that society aid and help
has always been available, all the country youth operate with
each and every one, this results with completing the work and
creates a sense of solidarity among people from this point the

idea of voluntary work has emerged ” 3

Aspects of society aid is not limited to cooperation between
families to fill their needs but it was extended to general
aspects that benefits the whole village such as making canals
and basins for the springs to ease access of water, Building
family houses, digging wells, building mosques, opening roads
and other kinds of public beneficial work which all families
of the village cooperate to provide a particular service to all
residents of the village.

Here the society aid is different than forced labor, which was
imposed by the Ottomans sometimes to villagers which were

3 Interview with Ghassan Jarrar
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usually to facilitate the work of the governors and Turks rulers
in the country, Society aid stems from the free choices of the
people and for self-serving, while forced labor was without
any direct benefit, if not directed against him personally.

“ Volunteering in Palestine was a way to face poverty that
was passing by the area, especially in the era of Ottomans
and was called “ society aid “, and it was a practical act of
cooperation between people to face poverty which was
linked to agricultural seasons in the harvest season of olive
oil for example. And also before the forties there was no
use of cement in building so they have to make their own
replacement from stones known locally as Ballton and Kabara,
this process takes months to prepare cement replacement
and need huge assistant in working hands and mud cements
amounts, And this is voluntary work helping people with their

harvest and home building and thus voluntary work holds a

very noble social value between people ” 4

After the major catastrophe Al-Nakbah in 1948, the concept of
society aid transformed to a complex identification of aid and
help, the displacement of hundreds of thousands of Palestinian
people outside their home country this made the hosting
people provide them with some assistance, while the refugee
developed self-coping mechanism with the new reality through
cooperation among themselves, this mechanism need to be
studied and documented, it haven’t been addressed so far.

However the concept of “ society aid ” began to fade with
increasing the commodification of the village and the
disintegration of the extended families in Palestine, and the
capitalized society reaching a state of modernity based on
distorted structure resulting from the effects of Al-Nakbah on
the economic political and social scene, Resorting to society
aid has not stopped completely, but also is no longer the
prevailing phenomenon to compensate the shortfall in the
labor force, and that resulted from the spreading of waged
labor and its values and relations with community.

“In our life as refugees in the camps, we conducted voluntary
work without the existence of the clear concept for it, camps
conditions in the sixties was difficult: no streets, no water, no
electricity, and if we took winter in camps as example: it was
disastrous because houses were made of metal sheets, streets
full of mud, floods were raiding homes of refugees, we used

to wear boots and open channels for rainwater to track away

from homes as possible ” 5

4 Interview with Muharram barghouthi
5 Interview with Salim bast
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Volunteering as a mean of framing the masses

With the completion of the occupation of the rest of Palestine
in 1967, a new reality has grown, countries that have ruled
what is left of Palestine between 1948-1967 is no longer
governed by, while the Palestinian resistance movement
arose and took two types: the first is based on armed militant
groups that operate secretly and it was the most prominent,
the second was a case of institutional political resistance
against the occupation policies. The occupation suppressed
both sides using prosecution, murdering and arresting those
who they can catch from resisters, followed by administrative
detention and deportation of national figures and leaders of
existing institutions in West Bank, Gaza and Jerusalem trying
to let people rely on traditional structure in the management
of people’s lives.

Though the policies of occupation were aimed to continuing
control over what have been occupied has failed to curb the
armed or the political resistant action. These policies have
maintained the pace of Palestinian resistant which varied
with facets, it was stronger sometimes and it faded in other
periods, but occupation did not succeed in emptying the
occupied territory of citizens and was not able to tame them
as a receptive to the occupation, the Palestinian national
movement has worked on creating a mechanism for resistance
based on masses and can be a source of concern for the
occupation on one hand and a factor in framing the society
to develop a national identity in line with the advancement
of the national state, which represented by the Palestinian
Liberation Organization on the other hand.

“ the thing that has changed my life the most was the war of
67, | was then a teacher at BirZeit University, we developed
something in 71, we formed a club in the YWCA in Jerusalem
called Al-Ghad (tomorrow), we were about 15 person with
various backgrounds, but found that our meetings do not lead
to important work, so we suggested to initiate with voluntary
work, we went to Ramallah Municipality — Kareem Khalaf
was the president and to Al-Bireh Municipality — Abdul Jawad
Saleh was the president, and we told them we want to do
something to serve the two cities on Fridays and Sundays, the
first activity we had was in Public Libraries of Ramallah and Al-
Bireh, we went to libraries to help students with theirs exams,
and after exams we started to work in the cities, one of our
first activities was cleaning the vegetable market in Al-Bireh
and Dr. Abdul Jawad Saleh was with us in the field, and some



students and youth from villages and refugee camps began
to attend the meetings a week in Ramallah and another in Al-
Bireh, there is institutionalization in our work nor any budget,
we used to meet every Thursday to plan work for Friday, for
example: paving the road in Al Jalazoun Camp, building a
fence for Kufur Neameh school ...etc. we used to gather and
move on Fridays if the place was near we go there walking if
no we took a bus. This was the beginning at the end of 1971,
then later young school students take the initiative to make
voluntary work then it spreads in the west bank schools. In
the 1973 the occupation began to prevent us from some work,
| was afraid at the beginning but then thought that it will be
a good opportunity to introduce voluntary work to college
student at Birzeit, | submitted a letter to Dr. Hanna Naser
president of the university at that time before he was exiled,
and suggested that there should be credit hours for voluntary
work as a requirement for graduation, and Dr. Naser approved

it and became since then known as cooperative work ” ©

Sonia Nimer says: ” The movement of voluntary work originally
stemmed from the movement which was present already
there, which took more than one form, social and cultural,
such as the launch of theatrical movement, the revival of
Oheritage, all forms of resistance, from here came the idea
of voluntary work, which began from the introduction of
students and community to the social movement, and this has
had political aspects ” 7

The voluntary work movement has not stayed none
institutionalized in Palestine, the seed of institutionalizing
starts when Birzeit University adopted the voluntary work
hours as requirement for graduation, but it exceeded beyond
that spreading the idea and forming a practical model from
the student’s voluntary work and activities.

“ After 1972, nuclei of voluntary work formed in some of the
villages, newspapers published news about it, the idea began
to spread, young people in number of villages constituted
volunteer committees and name it with their own initiative. In
the end of 70s the Palestinian Red Crescent Society building was
burned in Gaza, and against which a Volunteer committee was
formedto restoration and renovation of the Red Crescentin Gaza
Strip, the voluntary work committees was launched to work in
Gaza Strip and in the year 1980, we took initiative to contact
around 30 to 40 voluntary work committee deployed in West
bank and Gaza strip, and had our meeting at Birzeit university
( the old campus ), where it has voluntary work committee

6 Interview with Munir Fasheh W)
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in its student council, 37 various committees attended the
meeting, this meeting came out with the need for formation
of a coordination committee between all the committees of
voluntary work, called Supreme committee for voluntary work
in West bank and Gaza strip, and it’s a central committee for all
committees, but in every area there was a committee and its
elected representative in the supreme committee, in 15/8/1980
the first elections for the supreme voluntary work committee
and | was the first official president "2

The rise of PLO and the Arab international recognition of it
as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people
wherever they are located, this played a major role in the
expansion of public activism in occupied Palestine territories.
After the occupation scatter the leaders of the national fronts
among exile and arrest, the national steering committee was
formed, including elected mayors and unions leaders they
were able to strengthen the national case/state, relying on the
strength of young university students and secondary schools
students, youth clubs and local youth committees titled as
voluntary work committees, but the political competition
between Palestinian political forces to win the masses made
each force to from a private voluntary organization at central
and local level, these committees were the main from of
organizing the mass outside institutions, especially in rural
areas and refugee camps that has a lack of public institutions
and these committees became the representative of mass
resistance against the occupation, whether it’s direct voluntary
work or national popular work in response to the occupation
and settler attacks by throwing stones and Molotov over their
cars.

“In the middle of 70° the stage of threating to confiscate land
has increased heavily and therefore cultivating and planting
land was part of the protection process so the political forces
became aware of this and started the competition to form
activities of their own to make followers even if they are not
members " °

Following to the linkage between voluntary work and resistant
national role, the occupation alerted to the seriousness of
this phenomenon and began to chase it, whether to pursue
volunteers in the field or by setting barriers to prevent them
from reaching their goals. Then the precautionary arrest,
especially before the national events such as Earth Day and
others, and so the occupation authorities opened Al- Fara’a

\Il 8 Interview with Muharram barghouthi
( 9 Interview with Ghassan Jarrar




Palestinian Voluntary Work ... A Memory of A Homeland That Won’t Be Forgotten

prison to threaten the young volunteers, however it turned
into a castle to raise these young people on the basis of
patriotism, the prison was closed after Oslo agreement and
then Israeli forces withdrawal from the region and the building
was turned into a youth center supervised by the Palestinian
Ministry of Youth and Sports.

Palestine lives a special state due to Israeli occupation and its
way of using all kinds of oppressions and frightening against
the Palestinian people, this had a direct impact in rising the
contribution of women and empower them and getting
them out of the traditional typical method of living such as
parenting housekeeping to involving in the Palestinian society
in all aspect of life,

This kind of transformation was not a revolution against
common ideology or tradition as much as it was national
contribution to face the Israeli occupation and its policies,
Palestinian women considered these kind of acts against every
Palestinian is a challenge to her to enhance the Palestinian
national identity, so she became the girl, the mother, the
teacher and the fighter who's been arrested for months and
years in the Zionist occupation prisons.

“| felt it like this was part of my national agenda, part of or
national project, part of gathering people around a special
idea (the national work). | think those who cleans’ the roads in
his town feels proud and this encourages other to do the same
in one way or other, everything we do is a comprehensive act
within a national work project to deepen the loyal work to
home land and people “ 1

This contribute in rising the awareness of the great role that
women plays in protecting the basic rights of Palestinian
people, where the male society realized the important of
integrating the women role with men role to conserve the
Palestinian national identity, and then Palestinian women
participated in field work, organizing and participating in
several voluntary or national acts that men do, women had
an effective participation in reclamation of threatened land
by confiscation, and in planning for demonstrations against
occupation, protecting young men from being arrested by
Israeli soldiers.

“ Here was women role very obvious, | remember that they
used to bring us stones in a bucket, in heat lines so that young
guys can find stones to throw, some women and | saw them -

10 Interview with Rabiha Diab \lU




and | wish we had a filming devices then —and old women was
breaking and fragmentation stones to smaller parts, they did
good ! Occupation used to punish women like men, | entered
the camp more than once to see women being tortured by
Israeli army, and do you know what it means? it means that
they have to keep their arms up on the wall because the
Israeli soldiers caught them helping young men with stones,
some women when lIsraeli soldiers arrest a guy they attack
the soldiers to free him, | saw one trying to free her nephew
she attacked the soldier from behind by her pair hands so he
dropped down and freed the guy, my sister has been shot
while trying to free a small kid, the soldier frighten her by
shooting and she said to him: shoot! | don’t think she thought
him criminal but he did, thank god she turned her face, the
bullet injured her finger. Women played a big role, they used
to participate in everything, holding leaflets and flyers, my
mother was eighty years old, when | call her she knew that |
will give her flyers, she put them under her belt and tied them
carefully, many times we used to cross check points and Israeli
soldier inspect the car but they never thought that an old lady
will be holding this amount of flyers "**

Palestinian women completed their role in the voluntary and
national work march, she created a role model to be followed,
and this kind of model has frightened the Israeli occupation
which targeted her as he targeted Palestinian men.

“| remember the first activity we participated in was in AL-
Ama’ry refugee camp school, this activity needed hard work,
so when we planned to participate young men started to make
fun of us, could these girls do this ?! here was our challenge,
how to transform the women role from being limited in raising
kids and housekeeping to a general social role, and when you
want to be a role model you have to stress yourself to achieve
this hard work, to give chance to other girls to participate,
and so we did, young men were surprised with our spirit and
insistence, this what gave us strength to continue, then we
contact schools and universities to participate and here is
number of young girl participating has increased ” 2

11 Interview with Khalid Mansour
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The Public Stand on Volunteerism

despite the fact that voluntary work has its roots in popular
traditions this did not let it avoid dominant cultural criticism
in society, and since the beginning of volunteerism was with
individuals who has a socially liberal mostly leftist ideology,
and since its nature was not male dominant also, it clashed
between two cultures and was harmonic with the third; It
clashed with traditional popular culture that was dominant in
the countryside more so than the cities and refugee camps,
due to the lack of segregation amongst males and females.
But the results of volunteerism and the spontaneous national
position taken by the people, the social acceptance defeated
the phenomena and volunteerism was able to overcome the
obstacle of traditions, due to the respect the volunteers had
towards social values and focusing on achievements, where
they suffered accusations by religious groups that saw in it one
wrong element “ The taboo congregation of both sexes “ and
used the mosques to attack volunteers, for all that lay in their
minds that those whom sponsor this work are pornographic
communists, however, the isolation of these groups and
their lack of participation in the national movement until the
eruption of the intifada - also their dislike for the nationalist
powers - weakened their logic and position, and were not able
to gain the masses to their side. This is considered a social and
cultural gain to the concept of volunteerism and strength.

Aside that, the social sectors have shown their support to
volunteerism through offering simple donations that were
used to serve the work such as the purchasing of tools, and
construction materials, as well as some machines etc. Where
that not only lessens the costs of volunteerism but also created
supporters within society.

“'We used to clash especially in rural areas with people who
criticize our work on the basis that involves men and women,
or boys and girls, and we would enter discussions with them
and explain to them our conviction that a woman can help a
man, and that the relationship between us is respectful and
that there is no offense to social values, and over the course of
years we worked with volunteers and there was never an event
recorded on the performance of the volunteers or any note of
ethical and moral nature based on the relationship between
man and woman. We used to speak honestly, we were not
monitors on anyone, and however we put the responsibility
on everyone. There were accusations at us from outside,
for example: in the villages some who did not like our work
came out with accusations and the answer to them were from
others not us, “we went to see them and helped them, and we
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saw them doing nothing wrong”. In the village of Kufr Malik,
some people were provoked, one time a mosque preacher
came and began to attack us, he was not from the village itself.
What relieved us is that the village’s people asked him to stop
his sermon and not return to preach in any mosque, they told
him that they saw the volunteers and dealt with them and saw
their work and what they did for the land was more than what
you gave “ 13

Ul/ 13 Interview with Zakaria Nahhas




Voluntary work and its response to the
“Linkage of the Villages” Project

“ Promoting the Culture of Resistor Popular
Economy “

The Israeli occupation invasion of Lebanon in 1982 had
its consequences, the Palestinian Liberation Organization
PLO went out from Beirut, this invasion was planned a year
before its execution; in order to weaken the PLO and creating
an alternative in Palestine after the stumble of Camp David
negotiations conducted in 1978/1979 under the leadership of
Egyptian President Anwar Sadat, who refused to rejoin Gaza
Strip to Egypt.

Then Ariel Sharon had the idea of establishing the Linkage
of villages, who was at that time the minister of war in the
government of Menachem Begin, who in turn mandated
Menachem Milson ( Head of the so called Civil Administration
) the task of forming these linkages in the occupied
territories in 1967, in preparation for granting of autonomy
to the Palestinians according to contents of the Camp David
agreement.

In the year of 1982 the linkages of villages was formed under
the chairmanship of Mustafa Doudin who was chosen to hid
acceptance to autonomy of the Palestinian which was proposed
by Begin following to Camp David agreement contents, these
linkages began to work on providing services to the Palestinian
people under the name of “ Rural development and reviving
economy ” taking advantages of the political instability and
the difficult economic conditions that Palestine was plaguing.

The voluntary work committees which was formed of various
Palestinian organizations ( Palestinian Communist Party “
Palestinian Peoples Party now called ”, Popular Front for the
Liberation of Palestine, Democratic Front for the Liberation of
Palestine and The Palestinian National Liberation Movement
“ Fateh ” ) became aware of the goal and purpose of forming
these linkages, they started their first tasks as raising the
community awareness and education about the truth of these
linkages, organizing central events for promotion of the culture
of resistor popular economy between Palestinian people to
protect the national project, and soon these tasks and events
results appear in foiling the scheme of Israeli occupation
objective by legalization of these links as alternative to PLO;
the legitimate representative of the Palestinian people.

“ Voluntary work committees has played an important role
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in resisting these linkages, in clarification for the misguided
people; that these linkages only wants to provide services
within the political framework in order to replace the PLO,
thus in 19/6/1982 Mr. Daoud Al-Attawneh the chairman of
the voluntary work committee in Beit Kahel was assassinated
by the armed militia of Villages Linkages, Al-Attawneh was
active in the resistance of these linkages, revealing their truth
to people, and we in Ramallah area made large number of
festivals to raise the awareness of these linkages such as in
Beit Ur, Beit Sira and other villages, we built mosques, schools,
roads and streets, festival against the Villages Linkage, this was
supported by some patriot people, such as in Beit Ur there
was a need to make roads inside the village then Mr. Karim
Khalaf Mayor of Ramallah Municipality donated with the
materials and equipment needed for this project, and many
festivals made to raise the awareness and therefore many
people knew the truth about the linkages and denounced it ” 14

Ghassan Jarrar says: “ there was no electricity in Aboud village
in that time, the local council has a project for extension
of electricity to the village, the villages linkage offered to
fund and complete the project, that day who confronted
this suggestion? A voluntary work committee made up of
17 person , this committee made a feasibility study for the
project, founded that the project cost for only implementing
electricity poles 8500 Jordanian Dinar at that time, the poles
exists, but we want to implement them, we went to the local
council and asked them to define the points where to put
these poles and we will plant it, and also went to the union
of workers of the electricity company who provided us with
experts and cooperate with us voluntarily, we were around
200 volunteer so we started digging, moved the poles from
the school yard at the beginning of the village to the digging
sites on our shoulders, we had technicians from the union who
guided us how to extend power cables, we set the poles, it was
almost 5 pm when we finished, all the villagers were out of
town because of the olive harvest season, they returned and
found the whole village with standing lightning poles (almost
120 pole), and the same activity was repeated also in Rantees
village, this is an example of the central voluntary activities
and similar activities were held in many villages too ” *°

14 Interview with Muharram barghouthi
15 Interview with Ghassan Jarrar
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Volunteerism and the first Intifada

The great popular uprising was nothing but an expression
on the state of popular fermentation at its peak, whether
against the occupation’s constant oppression in the occupied
territories, or the fermentation of political awareness within
the masses. That then evolved into an organized popular state,
which was expressed in the organized student movement in
the universities and higher educational institutes, as well as
a volunteerism movement with the different and competitive
political attitudes was organized and ready to give. And with
the sparking of the Intifada the volunteer committees did
not change their roles, however, they added new important
roles such as full integration into the activities of the Intifada.
This integration has turned the volunteerism movement from
a simple service provider into an active part in the national
struggle for freedom. Here the committees were integrated
into the popular committees, the neighborhood watches and
strike groups, as well as other new groups, which changed its
infrastructure and turned it into a part of the national struggle
which faced arrest, persecution, and exile. This made it retract
as a body with a specific goal. Its role became tied to the
activities of the Intifada such as night watching the entrances
of villages and camps, or helping to rebuild the homes of
activists and fighters that were torn down by the forces of the
occupation, or monitoring the flow of the boycott on Israeli
goods, or working on self-sufficient productive local projects.

Inthose timesthe higher educationinstitutes were closed, from
universities and higher education institutes, and volunteerism
had fallen back from these organizations, and this defection
was affecting volunteerism with the Intifada falling especially
with the First Gulf War in 1991, and the beginning of the
negotiations that followed the Madrid conference. Where the
popular forces began to expand into professional organizations
that receive foreign aid and volunteerism began to fall back and
instead were replaced by civil society organization activities.
Until the arrival of Oslo and the end of the experiment due
to its follow ups that created the Palestinian Authority with
its various divisions and departments, and the expansion and
increase of Civil Society Organizations, as well as the private
sector made an entrance into the field.

This role fell back in the universities and volunteerism became
a show or simply a routine in order to end the prerequisites to
graduate, while people began to ask the fledgling Palestinian
Authority to solve their problems that volunteerism used to
solve, or they found the activities of civil society organizations
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a form of volunteerism which distorted the idea and special
values of this work.

“If we wanted to document the fall of volunteerism , we can
say it began with the entrance of elitism in a broader sense
as well as recruitments, at that time the donor organizations
did not exist, and we did not go anywhere except to the local
community. After we suddenly had a replacement to receive
support, the difference came, the case of the differences were
in designating a specific budget to work on different ways to
spend it, such as employment. This was the fundamental factor
that vandalized any nationalist work, in my opinion, when the
donor countries came in from Europe and the USA, they as
donors supported the ideas that fell in with their own ideas
and politics in the region. After that the Volunteerism that was
there began to take a different angle such as founding health
and agricultural organizations ... etc. Most of the voluntary
committees unfortunately took millions of dollars and the
examples are clear to people. These organizations used to
serve the people through volunteerism and relied on what the
people gave them, now they have millions of dollars, stock in
many companies, at the same time the staff that were in them
belong to an upper class, even the remains of organizations
that were founded in the name of volunteerism became
capitalist, and their capabilities are much greater, though,
they no longer serve the concept of volunteerism “ ¢

Tayseer Arori speaking about the same issue says: “ the
enemies of the Palestinian people due to the people uprising-
intifada - and its strong structure realized the strength of the
mass / public organizations that were the products of the
voluntary work, this drew the attention of the enemies, and
these has a great experience in corrupting communities and
its institutions by funding , based upon this experience in my
opinion I think there was a possibility to be spoiled by money, in
two directions: funding for PLO which created many problems
and contradictions, the most serious and dangerous was that
these mass organizations had foreign fund and transformed to
the so called NGO’s and the most accurate terminology is the
term used by revolutionaries in Latin America “ the corrupted
organizations ” which is one of the main tools that were used
by global capitalism at the new-liberalism stage “

m/
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Voluntary work and community work

Some sees in the community work a voluntary part, and it is,
only if it has a based reference to voluntary work definition, if
the community work transforms from technocrats to a social
movement to achieve specific requests, which means there are
three connected circle the civic society should have; existence
of political effective seine with clear structure to affect and
change, existence of a non-governmental organization that
forms homes to experiences and information and having also a
social movements with specific demands in specific field, here
the integration of human act with knowledge and organizing

meets and produces affective changes in society.

Till now we can’t find this kind of linkage in Palestinian work,
we are on separated island of Civil society organization in the
absence of political parties of society issues, and the absence
of political parties and forces in the community issues, we also
blundered in building social movements are unable to have
a popular extension, popular resistance forms in Bil'in, Ni’lin,
Nabi Saleh and Al-Masara and in other villages still unable to
become a state of comprehensive geographically and humanly
voluntary work, this happens due to the lack of seriousness
of political parties dealing with this phenomenon and using
it to create a real collective consciousness about the popular

resistance to become a spontaneous behavior among people.

We are now in front of a distorted picture of the voluntary
work that doesn’t base on mass force, nor specific targets, we
are now in front of funded projects using the people efforts
without having any comprehensive social return, this requires
a search for ways to get out of this case, the negative responder
for funded projects and restore the people initiative, yes it is a
difficult task but it worth.
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And so we don’t be like evaluating the experience from
apart. we must view the efforts made in the beginning of
the experiment and fought vividly, what they say is a history
testimony, and a documentation of a great public effort, has
been buried in this political time, which accepted the available
reality and did not challenge with real well to maintain and
accumulate and accomplish what has been achieved in that

period.
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