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Abraham Granott, The Land System of Palestine (London:
Eyre & Spottiswoode 1952), pp. 275 278.
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Rashid Khalidi, “Palestinian Peasant Resistance to
Zionism Before World War I, in Blaming the Victims:
Spurious Scholarship and the Palestine Question, edited
by Edward Said and Christopher Hitchens, (New-York:
Verso Books, 1988), p. 215

Arthur Ruppin, Memoirs, Diaries, Letters, Herzl Press,
1972), p. 47.

Baruch Kimmerling, Zionism and Territory, University
of California,1983), p. 106.

JOHN HOPE SIMPSON, C.L.E., Report on Immigration,
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Palestine Royal Commission, Minutes of Evidence Heard
at Public Sessions. Colonial No. 134 (1937), p. 102.
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Abstract

Settlement and Jewish immigration have laid the foundation for the Zionist project.
During the British Mandate period, Ben-Gurion tolerated many issues, including borders
and type of sovereignty, but insisted on immigration and settlement. While immigration
started to recede within the Zionist project, settlement has continued to be more and more
superior and central. In essence, the settlement community means two things. Firstly,
while its expansion is permanent, the settlement enterprise neither recognises nor defines
its borders. The latter are those of others; they are not demarcated for, or imposed on, it.
Combined with Judaising the place and its identity, expansion is intertwined with hostility
towards the Palestinian milieu and population, whose mere existence is an obstacle. The
logic of settlement produces the immigrant as a native and turns the Palestinian native
into an immigrant. As settlers are the spearhead in this expansion project which is hostile
and begets hostility, the first settler is primarily a soldier. Both characters merge into the
same person.

Any Palestinian resistance project will essentially put an end to and terminate
settlement; i.e. halt the expansionist and, by consequence, the hostile nature of Zionism.
This is true in line with the vision of the two-state solution, and all the more so with
the one-state solution. First and foremost, the meaning and implication of the struggle
against Zionism is a struggle against its expansionist settlement enterprise. One reason
Oslo failed is that the expansionist settlement nature of that enterprise has not reached its
climax yet. Rabin’s assassination can be understood in light of the sheer fact he thought,
though hesitantly, of shifting from the project of revolution to the logic of statehood and
institutionalisation.

Over 70 years, Israel has shifted from a socialist, cooperative society to a capitalist,
neoliberal one. It has turned from a secular project into a religious theology. Now, it is
moving from an extremely distorted democracy, a Jewish democracy, towards a system
that is akin to religious fascism. Still, the expansionist settlement nature of all these

transformations is evident. Dealing with this enterprise is informed by this understanding,
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