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NGO Monitor is an independent and nonpartisan
research institute dedicated to promoting transpar-
ency and accountability of NGOs claiming human
rights agendas, primarily in the context of the Arab-
Israeli conflict. NGO Monitor is the leading source
of information on political NGOs active in dele-
gitimization campaign against Israel and the role of
both government and private funders-enablers. It was
founded following the 2001 UN World Conference
Against Racism held in Durban, South Africa, where
NGOs adopted a strategy of using the instruments
and language of “human rights” and “international
law” to isolate Israel and undermine its right to

sovereign equality” (emphasis mine) .
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Editorial

Anti-Semitism, Zionism and the Question of Palestine

Since the International Holocaust Remembrance Alliance (IHRA) adopted a new definition of anti-
Semitism, the question of Palestine has entered a new phase, both morally and politically. As applicable, the
new definition transforms the whole Palestinian narrative into one that can be characterised as anti-Semitic.
It is of the view that the right of return and demand for a state of citizens in Israel seek to abolish Jewish
privileges over Palestinian citizens, making both anti-Semitic claims. So is the case of anyone who dreams
of a binational state in Historic Palestine or of one secular, liberal and egalitarian state. This ushers in a new
stage of the war on Palestine’s narrative and just claims. It is true that these claims could not be realised so
far. From now on, however, these mere claims become unlawful and anti-Semitic.

This danger is not just hypothetical, but has also transformed into practice in many European countries and
in America. These have adopted and acted in tandem with the IHRA definition. All the more so, in Germany,
a parliamentary decision considered that the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) movement as anti-
Semitic. Along this vein, the Palestinian narrative and claims associated with the question of Palestine are
being targeted by a wide-ranging campaign of international delegitimisation and condemnation. Accordingly,
the victim is turned into a convicted executioner simply because he rises to his feet and cries out for his rights.
He seeks justice from a Euro-American community, which believes that the Palestinian people are an excess.
As cries of distress emanating from Palestine disturb Euro-American peace, Palestinians have to be silenced.
The unwavering voice of Palestine reminds Europe of its crime and liability for the Holocaust. In the name
of victimisation, however, the victim cannot convert a whole people into a victim.

In this issue, we have addressed the issue of anti-Semitism, countering anti-Semitism, Zionism, and the
nature of the relationship between these and the question of Palestine. We believe that this is a major — if
not the greatest — challenge to the question of Palestine. Palestinians have lost many military and political
battles, but have managed to keep their moral question alive. This is the last and most important stronghold
for Palestinians. If it ceases to exist, so will Palestine and the question of Palestine. It is, therefore, a fate-
determining battle for history in the first place, and for the future in the second place.
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