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on weather events in many areas around the world, such as:

@® Changes in the quantities and distribution of rainfall.

@ Noticeable increase or decrease in temperature in particular areas.

@ Increase in the average temperatures of the earth.

@ Rising of sea level due to melting glaciers and ice sheets in the North Pole.

@ Increase in the intensity and durations of extreme weather events.
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Impacts of climate change on Palestine and on Palestinians’ right to food sover-

eignty:

Despite the fact that many impacts of climate change are already visible in certain areas
around the world and are reflected in phenomena such as wide-spread diseases, water
shortages, and a decline in food production levels; the intensity of such phenomena on
populations around the world are highly linked to social, economic, geographic and polit-

ical factors.

In Palestine, tackling projected changes due to climate change cannot be viewed in iso-
lation from tackled in isolation from the political context characterized by the presence of
the Israeli occupation, which allows Israeli to have utter control over Palestinian natural
resources, land and water. Climate change affects poses direct and adverse impacts on
Palestinian agricultural and water sectors. Adapting to these impacts requires a com-
prehensive strategic vision, large amounts of resources, and technical capacities, all of
which are highly limited and inapplicable due to the practices and policies imposed by

the Israeli occupation.
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Key future projections of climatic changed in Palestine:

@ Increase in the temperature at a rate ranging between 3-6 degrees Celsius by 2100

@ A noticeable decrease in the average rainfall where a 30% decrease us projected by
the year 2100. This decline is additional to the 22% decrease already recorded during

the past years.

Additionally, it is projected that the abovementioned changes will be accompanied with
more unpredictable changes in weather patterns, events of drought, desertification and
other extreme weather events that may threaten the subsistence of sustainable liveli-

hoods in Palestine.

Considering the Israeli occupation’s full domination over Palestinian lands, natural and
financial resources, it becomes challenging to put in place climate change adaptation
mechanisms to cope with the effects of projected climatic changes. The Israeli occupa-
tion’s policies deprive Palestinians — especially farmers -from achieving their right to food

sovereignty.

Palestinians believe that food sovereignty is the key and sustainable answer to effective-
ly adapt to climate change impacts, however; achieving it requires full Palestinian sover-

eignty and control over land, water resources, borders and freedom of movement.

The concept of Food Sovereignty

The concept of food sovereignty was defined in the Nyeleni conference held in Mali in

2007.
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The technical guide was implemented as a follow up step to one of the recommendations of the
“Impact of the Israeli occupation on the implementation of climate change adaptation mechanisms
for the agricultural sector in area C in the West Bank” report that was launched with “Struggle for
Food Sovereignty” project in 2014. The recommendation states the need for direct intervention

mechanisms for limiting the impacts of climate change.

Direct intervention mechanisms are ones that farmers can apply on a community-level and with
minimal risk including prioritizing the irrigation of high-value crops; increasing the use of rainwater
harvesting; protection of the sand dunes at the shores of Gaza; diversification of animal produc-
tion in the countryside; integration of mechanisms of adaptation to climate change with land-use
planning; increase the use of precision agriculture for enhancing soil and crops management; and

using heat-resistant and drought-resistant crops.

The concept of climate change

Climate change is the change that occurs in global and local weather patterns over
periods of time. Although this change is a result of different natural factors related to
the energy balance on earth, it is widely acknowledged that current and future risks that
threaten life patterns on earth are related to human economic activities, which produce

huge quantities of Carbon Dioxide and other greenhouse gases.

This large emission of greenhouse gases create and atmospheric ‘layer’ that ‘traps’ heat
on earth by preventing the sun’s energy from escaping back to space. The imbalance
between the reflected and absorbed sun energy generates changes to other climatic

factors that have impacts on weather events in many areas around the world, such as:
Changes in the quantities and distribution of rainfall.

Noticeable increase or decrease in temperature in particular areas.

Increase in the average temperatures of the earth.

Rising of sea level due to melting glaciers and ice sheets in the North Pole.

Increase in the intensity and durations of extreme weather events.
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The Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC) seeks to raise the capacities and
knowledge of the agricultural local committees and community stakeholders in the use
of climate change and food sovereignty adaptation tools and strategies. Climate change
adaptation is a worldwide objective due to its direct connection with our food sovereignty.

The technical guide is within “Struggle for Food Sovereignty “As an Orientation on Ad-
aptation to Climate Change Impacts project, funded by Rosa Luxemburg Foundation. The
project’s objective is to activate international and national agricultural alliances and orga-
nizations involvement in advocating for Palestinians right to food sovereignty.

The technical guide explains several adaptation methods regarding the use of local seeds,
the cultivation timing, soil preservation methods, managing water resources, and protect-
ing livestock in harsh weather. The guide also gives definitions of some concepts includ-
ing local seeds, soil fragility, and alternative water resources.

Natural Human Enhanced
Greenhouse Effect Greenhouse Effect

More heat escapes Less heat escapes

inta spa:ef H into space

There are many predictable and unpredictable consequences of climatic changes that
are highly likely to threaten the sustainability of people’s livelihoods on earth For exam-
ple, changes in precipitation patterns may lead to changes in planting and harvesting

seasons and extreme weather events such as droughts, heat waves, floods...etc.
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Union of Agricultural Work Committees

UAWC was established in 1986 in response to the vulnerable socio-political circumstance of

farmers that resulted from occupation policies in confiscating lands and water in the early eight-

ies and therefore directly harmed the interests of farmers and Palestinians.

UAWC was founded as a non-profit organization by a group of volunteers and agronomists.

The priorities of the UAWC as a start focused on providing social, agricultural and economic

support for small-scale farmers to enable them to cope with the Israeli occupation’s policies

Vision: A Palestinian farmer who is attached to her/his and is able to effectively fight for her/his

national, social and democratic rights within a Palestinian society that is free, food-secure and

socially just

Mission: To effectively empower Palestinian farmers and their families and to strengthen their

attachment to their land within a public and vountary agricultural development framework.

Office Telephone Fax
Ramallah — Main Office 02-2980316 02-2965545
Gaza- Main Office 08-2879959 08-28530075
Hebron 02-2227447 02-2290017
Tulkarem 09-2682606 09-2682606
Jeneen 04-2433950 04-2433950
-Jericho 02-2320201 02-2320201
Bet Lahia 08-2871995 08-2871995
AlBreig 08-2559702
Khan Younis 08-2089911
Rafah 0599-459317

Email: info@uawc-pal.org
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